
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving Forward 
60 and Beyond Million Dollar Campaign a huge success 

 

FAST AND FURIOUS 

 

Doubt concerning the future of St. Joseph High School was met with strong opposition 

when the school hired Cindy Nelson as director of advancement in September. A daunting goal 

of raising $1 million in less than three months was a challenge for which she was ready.  

“From day one I was confident we could meet this goal, given the mission of the school 

and the legacy of Coach Gene Pingatore,” said Nelson, who has had over 20 years’ experience in 

fundraising. “I was even more confident after conversations with board members and a few of 

our graduates. We were averaging over $100,000 per week for the first seven weeks.” 

 

COAST TO COAST 

 

 The circle of conversations with SJHS alumni soon reached Paul Remack, Class of ’67, 

in California and Mark Polivka, Class of ’70, in Maryland.  

“Paul and Mark are two of our most noteworthy graduates who have stepped up to 

include their classmates and other associates in the effort to change the direction of the school in 

terms of financial stability,” Nelson said. “It’s really been amazing.” 

 Polivka, who flew in twice since being part of the challenge to raise a million dollars, 

spent considerable time encouraging members of the school community, especially alumni, to 

support the campaign.  

“I am extraordinarily fortunate to team up with several talented St. Joes and IHM grads 

who recognized a new and very significant opportunity to help our school by assisting in this 

campaign. This group is enormously proud to have achieved so much for St. Joes in a very short 

period of time.”  

 

IMPACT INVESTING 

 

 When Remack was made aware of the fundraising campaign, he too went beyond 

contacting friends and associates to support his alma mater. After giving a presentation the 



previous day at Bradley University, from where he graduated, Paul and his wife drove to 

Westchester, where he spoke before a group of alumni, faculty, parents and students. 

 “Most people give to non-profit organizations that appeal to them through mailings or 

company-designated charities. That’s all well and good. Sometimes, however, you are not fully 

aware of how that money is being spent. When you give to St. Joseph High School, you know 

the result of your investment. I saw it before me when I met students at the school. I was very 

impressed with them and the work that the Christian Brothers and their colleagues are doing.” 

“I very much enjoyed Mr. Remack sharing his business experience and the passion he 

and the other alumni have towards seeing St. Joes prosper for years to come,” said Sharee 

Becton. “As a parent, I want other parents to receive another opportunity to hear more from the 

alumni. Parents need to understand that they play a huge part in the school’s success.” 

 Remack, whose book, Playing the Game, focuses on ensuring financial security for 

families, also made a significant donation to the school and, in turn, the school was pleased to 

rename the counseling center in his honor. Remack chose to have the center renamed the Gene 

Pingatore Counseling Center. 

 “I am well aware of the impact Coach Pingatore has had on the history of St. Joes,” 

Remack said. 

 “There are many other people who have been instrumental in helping us reach our goal,” 

Nelson said. “It has truly been a network of graduates and friends who understand the value of a 

St. Joseph High School education.” 

 

TASK FORCE 

 

 With 2019 coming to a close during the first half of the school’s 60th year, Nelson is 

looking forward to establishing the “Beyond” in the 60 and Beyond Million Dollar campaign for 

the school year. 

 “We’ve already begun planning our next step to ensure that this school remains a vibrant 

part of the Westchester community for years to come. We’ll be looking to the board and others to 

change the ways in which we can provide assistance to families and to develop more 

opportunities for the school to make improvements. We plan to raise an additional $500,000 for 

scholarships for families who are in need of financial aid. A task force will convene early in 

2020 to address this and other needs.” 

 

MOVING FORWARD 

 

 Dr. Ronald Hoover, in his first year as president of the school and ninth year as principal, 

is excited about the future of St. Joseph High School. 

 “As challenging as our goal was to raise a million dollars, I knew we could do it. We 

needed help. We got it through the hard work of Cindy Nelson, the generous contributions of our 

alumni and friends, and the support of the Christian Brothers. Our graduates have such 

compelling stories about how they were cared for and prepared by their education at St. Joes. 

With their continued support, I believe we now have an opportunity to do some things we may 

have thought impossible a short time ago. It’s exciting.” 

https://www.playingthegame-book.com/


 

 

TEST DATE 

 

 SJHS is looking forward to testing eighth-graders on Saturday, December 7, at 8:00 

a.m. for the placement exam. We welcome the Class of 2024!   

 

SUPPORT THE MISSION 

 

 Any graduate or friend of St. Joseph High School is encouraged to be part of the 

campaign as the school looks to surpass its goal and help provide additional resources to benefit 

its students. To donate, go to http://weblink.donorperfect.com/60andbeyond. For further information, 

please contact Cindy Nelson at the school at 708.562.4433 ext. 153. 

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/60andbeyond

